Rancho el Camino
Cross Cultural Short Term Opportunities

Frequently Asked Questions
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FAQ’s:

What will we do?

We want you to know that there is room here for your team to minister from your passions and gifts. The door is wide open for effective, creative ministry (sports ministry, medical clinics, counseling etc.)  With that in mind, the nature of your experience may be based upon the gifts of your team.

Typically our teams serve at the ranch in some meaningful capacity during the day, and we use the evenings to minister to the families in the village.  This is a very flexible schedule.  If your team wants to focus solely on construction, then we will organize your week to help your group reach its goals.  If your team would like to focus more on community development in the village, then we will schedule your time accordingly.  

How long should we plan to stay?

We suggest that your team stay for a minimum of a week (Saturday to Sunday)  This allows for a full 5 day ministry week (Mon-Friday) a visit to local church (1st Sunday) and a full free day (Saturday). 

Where will we stay?

There are a couple of options for places to stay.

· The Ranch 

The first option would be to stay here at the ranch. As the Lord continues to develop the ranch facility, through the efforts of short-term of teams, we are growing in our capacity to host the teams here at the ranch.  One of the goals of the ranch is to enable the short-term efforts by providing an outstanding place to host teams. Currently we have beautiful bathroom facilities with showers, sinks and toilets to serve groups upwards of 100 people. We also have a large shaded area where groups can gather for worship and devotions.  The dorms should be completed and ready for use in January 2012.  These dorms will house up to 40 people comfortably.  Each participant will have a bed with a comfortable mattress, and should plan to bring their own sheets or sleeping bag. The outside kitchen continues to become more practical as well.  There is a beautiful grill, a large outside griddle, a fryer, and a gas barbecue.  Recently the ranch also received a generous donation of two high quality outside burners. 

The ranch provides a unique place for teams to really experience the glory of God through His creation. It is situated in the Sonoran Desert, surrounded by majestic mountains, and full of life. Currently on the ranch we house 12 horses, cattle, goats, chickens, and various other farm animals. The ranch is a natural oasis as well, with streams of living water flowing form the ground.  There are many hikes available, and we would love to set up trail rides for your team also.  During the hot months we offer our teams the rustic pool, which is filled with fresh spring water that is guaranteed to cool everyone off. Beyond the beauty of staying at the ranch, it is also practical. There is limited distance to cover by driving, as the area we minister to is right outside the ranch.  This allows your team more time for debriefing, fellowship, and times of worship and celebration, and less time traveling.

The cost of staying at the ranch is $6.00 per person per day.

· Casa Buena

Casa Buena is a privately owned Bed and Breakfast located in the heart of the city of La Paz. The owners, Milton and Susu Sanders, have hosted hundreds of short-term teams over the years. They are passionate about missions, and also actively support the ranch ministry. In short, they are family, and your team will love staying there. You can find out all you need to know about arranging your stay at Casa Buena at:

Email:  miltuna@gmail.com
Web: www.casabuena.net
Belisario Dominguez 3065 entre Sonora y Sinaloa

La Paz, B.C.S. 23060

Phone: 52-612-122-5538 alt: 521-612-137-5767

What about food?

There are several great options for your team to taste the incredible food that the Mexican culture has to offer. Whether you choose to shop at the local stores and prepare your own meals, or eat out as a group, your team will be responsible to coordinate meals. Of course we are here to help in that process, and will be more then happy to assist you as you put together a plan for meals.

· BG Restaurant (Prepared Meals)

Believe it or not, there is a great roadside Mexican restaurant right at the end of the ranch road.  It is a brand new restaurant owned by one of our neighbors.  Your team can purchase breakfast lunch and dinner at the restaurant.  They serve eggs in the Mexican tradition, and also serve tacos, burritos, tortas etc..  You will be able to purchase cold beverages there as well. All of the food is very reasonably priced.  The average meal will cost about $5.00, which includes food and drink.  

· Restaurants in La Paz (Prepared Meals)

Many of the groups choose to eat out in the evenings to enjoy the Mexican culture here in the city of La Paz. The city is full of great Mexican restaurants to choose from. Or perhaps you may want to include a trip to the city for a special meal on your free day. You will want to budget $12.00 per person for meals to be eaten at restaurants in the city.

· Prepare your own meals

Many groups prepare all of their meals at the ranch. There is an outside kitchen equipped with and outside grill, gas barbecue, griddle, and two large camping burners. There is running water that can be used for cooking and washing. We have local groups and missions groups that choose this option every year. The local grocery store is 20-25 minutes outside of the ranch. The general cost for food products here is the same as the US. If your team chooses this option, it is a good idea to have someone on your team who is comfortable driving in Mexico, and also capable of preparing meals in a camping environment. You will want to budget $5.00 per person per meal. This may be a little high, but if you have a few funds left over from your food budget it is better then falling short.

What about transportation?

Every group is responsible to organize their transportation, and the cost will vary.

· Air Travel: 

Generally teams are paying anywhere from $450 USD to $600 USD for round trip tickets to San Jose del Cabo. Depending upon where you are flying from and the time of year your flight, expenses will differ. One rule of thumb is that booking flights further in advance may ensure lower rates. There are two airports that you can fly into: the most frequently used airport is San Jose del Cabo (SJD); the other option is to fly directly into La Paz International Airport. SJD is 2.5 hours from La Paz, and La Paz International Airport is a half hour from the ranch. Cost wise, it is more practical for large groups to fly into SJD. 

· Working with group reservations: 

Booking flights through a group based registration, for example: Continental Groups- is potentially much easier when organizing a large team. 

· Transportation from SJD airport:

There is a shuttle that can take you directly from the airport in SJD to the bus terminal in La Paz, where we will arrange to pick you up.

Shuttle Bus to La Paz: www.shuttletolapaz.com
Cost: $30.00 USD/$325.00 pesos  

· Renting Vehicles: 

You can arrange to rent vehicles in SJD and in La Paz.  Most of the major U.S. car rental companies do business here in Baja. You will need to contact the rental company for cost, availability, and style. Here at the ranch we have a 15 passenger van that is available for a donation of $300 per week. Remember to consider costs for gasoline in your budget.

· Road Travel:

Yes, believe it or not you can drive to the ranch if you wanted to. In fact, if you are an RVer we would love for to come down and partner with us for a time.  This is absolutely one of the most beautiful trips that you can take in all of North America.  We suggest crossing the border in the small town of Tecate, following the wine route through the mountains, and following 1A all the way to La Paz.  If you would like to google the location of the ranch you can visit the ranch web site at:  www.ranchoelcamino.org for the GPS coordinates.  If you plan to drive down, please contact us at cherlyngatto@gmail.com and we would be glad to give you precise directions, and suggest places to stay and eat all along the peninsula.

What about raising funds for projects?

We ask every team to include funds for projects in their fundraising efforts.  It is recommended that you raise a minimum of $200 per participant.  This ensures that your group has sufficient funds to accomplish a meaningful project.

What does the ministry look like in the village?

Our goal is to plant a community center/church in the impoverished village of Marques de Leon.  Through a compassionate, Christ centered approach our desire is to establish ministries and programs that will meet the deep needs of the community.  The ultimate goal of this ministry is redeeming the lost and transforming the village.  Currently we are reaching into the village with the love of Jesus through our weekly horse ministry, VBS programs, medical clinics and health seminars.

We periodically provide basic needs food items and clothing as well.  These are a few ways in which we are reaching out and establishing a positive presence in the village.  The type of ministry that your group wants to be involved in will determine how your group can prepare for your time in the village.  At the same time, some of the basic things your group can consider bringing are:

· Hygiene items (soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste etc.)

· Good used clothing (all ages and sizes)

· Good used shoes (all ages and sizes)

· Bibles (NVI Spanish soft cover)

· Funds to buy rice, beans, flour, boxed milk etc.

· Funds to feed the children and women

What about our free day?

We strongly recommend that your team plan a free day during your stay.  La Paz is the home of some of the most beautiful beaches in world.  As the dry desert clashes with the turquoise blue waters of the Sea of Cortez, one cannot help but give glory to God for His marvelous creation.  Here some of the options.

Souveniring:

Planning some time on free day to go down town and visit shops is a great way to experience a little more of the culture and find something to bring back to a loved one or friend.  This is something we would recommend for earlier in the day before heading out on a longer adventure.

Visit a local beach 
($0) 

There are many incredible local beaches a short distance from the ranch.  This excursion is relatively cheap, but non the less an incredible way to end a great week of service. After souveniring and a bite to eat at the best taco shop in La Paz, we will head to the beach to enjoy the Sea of Cortez.  

Snorkeling:  For a $15 fee each team member can be outfitted to gaze at the beautiful tropical of fish of the Sea of Cortez.  Just let us know if you would like to snorkel as well, and we help get you connected.

Sailing Trip

A close friend of the ranch has just decided to use his beautiful, state of the art catamaran to offer day sailing trips to the famous beach of Balandra.  This is an all day trip that will last about 8 hours. The trip will begin with a sail to Balandra, where every member of the team will be set up with snorkel gear.  Our friend and his wife will also provide lunch for the group on the beach.  The cost of this trip is $80 per person.  The boat can handle about 6-8 people at a time.



